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Dear DFP in Israel,

I have written below reasonably comprehensive details about the Creative Dharma Workshop that will be an important new feature of the DFP programme in the future in Israel, England, Germany and Australia.
I have also written below the names of the Israeli facilitators, the themes and the locations of where the majority of people live who are preparing a particular workshop. 

You may well be setting new ground in terms of developing and producing a creative expression for Dharma teaching. 

All of the facilitators participated in the previous series of the DFP as well as having much exposure to the teachings and practices.

	FACILITATORS
	THEME
	LOCATION

	Assaf and Tomer
	Friendship and Action
	Sharon

	Elayne and Adi
	Mystery and Wonder
	Tel Aviv

	Liat
	Right Effort
	North

	Niva and Inbqal
	Dharma and Livelihood
	Jerusalem

	Reni
	Truth and Feelings
	Tel Aviv


DATES FOR DFP MEETINGS AND 7 DAY RETREAT – ALL HELD AT EN-DOR

Wednesday 16.00 of August 15, 2007 to Saturday at 18.00 pm August 18, 2007

Wednesday 16.00 of November 7, 2007 to Saturday at 18.00 November 10, 2007 

Wednesday 9 am. of April 16, 2008 to Saturday April 19, 2008 at 1 pm.

My seven day Dharma retreat with Israeli teachers on Insight Meditation (Vipassana) and Inquiry starts with registration from 
15.30 on Saturday April 19, 2008 to Saturday at 12 noon on April 26, 2008.
I invited the facilitators to co-ordinate the workshop. Each facilitator proposed a Dharma theme for the workshop. There are eight people in each group. There are five groups. 
TIMETABLE FOR ISRAEL DFP AT KIBBUTZ EN-DOR (please note that DFP April 2008 starts at 9 am on Wednesday and finishes at 13.00 on the Saturday.
Wednesday

15.30 Arrival and Registration

16.30. Introduction, Sharing and Intimacy Circles.

18.00 Meal

19.00 Sit

19.30 Reflection on theme by Teacher. Facilitated Groups with Reporter.
20. 40 Rest

Thursday and Friday

6 30 am wake up

7.00  Sit.

7.30 breakfast

8.15 to 9.15 work period,

9.15 Sit 

9.45 Reflection on theme by Teacher. Facilitated Groups with reporter

10.45 Tea break

11.00 Creative Dharma Workshop (offered by Eight Participants).
13.00. Lunch

15.00 Sit

15.30 Intimacy Circle

16.00 Theme and Inner Circle

16.50 Tea Break

17.10 Inquiry with Christopher

18.0 0 Tea and food

19.00 Sit

19.30 Creative Dharma Workshop 
21.30 Rest

Saturday
6 30 am wake up

7.00  Sit.

7.30 Breakfast

8.15 to 9.15 Work Period,

9.15 Sit 

9.45 Reflection on theme by Teacher. Facilitated Groups with reporter

10.45 Tea break

11.00 Creative Dharma Workshop (offered by Eight Participants).
13.00. Lunch

15.00 Sit

15.30 Intimacy Circle

16.00 Theme and Inner Circle

16.45 Tea Break

17.00 Sharing, Commitments, Metta.

18.00 Close.

The facilitator will be in e-mail contact and/or telephone contact with the six or seven participants. Each person in the DFP is assigned to one facilitator.
The group will decide the best way to communicate the Dharma teachings for the next DFP session.

It will be the challenge of the group to find ways to express the teachings in a creative and insightful way.

The expression of teachings on the selected theme might include:

A Dharma Talk 
Question and Answers
Guided Meditations

Forming into small groups
Quotes from books on the themes, including words of the Buddha and contemporary writings.
Practical exercises for participants
Power Point computer presentation

Art
Dance

Film

Graphics

Movement

Music

Painting

Photographs

Singing
Theatre
Writing
These workshops will replace the one hour talk/question and answer by the individual participant and will also replace the discussion of particular suttas. 
I believe also that there is a genuine need for different approaches to the communication of the Dharma, East and West. We must expand on the present forms. Retreats and weekly groups are a powerful resource but may not provide the fullness of nourishment for one and all. The Dharma, creative expression and the arts share an intimate relationship. 
The facilitator will encourage all of those in the facilitated e-mail/telephone groups to make a contribution to the workshop. Each person will know their responsibility prior to arrival at the DFP
The Creative Dharma Workshop will include a minimum 15 minutes of selected Dharma readings from the words of the Buddha and texts through the ages up to the present time. The reader(s) of the selected passages will make available in printed form the title of the book, author/translator, chapter or sutta, and if possible page number.

To search online for quotations on the words of the Buddha, try

www.accesstoinsight.org and www.dharmanet.org . You can also google in particular words or themes to locate quotes.

A very simple and practical form for the two hour workshop would be a 
30 minute talk on the theme

30 minutes of small groups 
30 minutes of quote

30 minutes for questions and answers.

If for any reason, the facilitator is unable to co-ordinate the workshop, then he or she will consult the other facilitators or find replacements in the group
There will be five two hour Creative Dharma Workshops in each DFP – morning and evening on Thursday and Friday and one on Saturday morning.
Other features of the DFP will stay. These include intimacy circle, facilitated small groups, one page Dharma wisdom, inner circle and inquiry, plus four 30 minute sittings per day at 7.00, 9.00, 15.00 and 19.00 pm. Some of the meals will be held in silence. We will continue to invite guest speakers to the DFP.
The intention behind the Creative Dharma Workshops is to develop:
1. Contact between several people between each session of the DFP 
2. Commitment to the Dharma.

3. Creative and original ways to communicate the Dharma

4. A greater understanding of the depths of the Dharma, 
5. A wide range of inquiry into the issues that the Dharma addresses.

Three Bows

Christopher
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